ADOPTED – NOVEMBER 12, 2025

AGENDA ITEM NO. 4

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER AS
NATIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH IN INGHAM COUNTY
RESOLUTION #25 – 511
WHEREAS, Ingham County is home to Native American residents who richly contribute to our community; and

WHEREAS, each November “National Native American Heritage Month” is observed to celebrate and honor the many achievements and contributions made by Native Americans to our Nation’s history, culture, governance, and future; and

WHEREAS, Native American Heritage Month was first designated in 1990 by President George H.W. Bush and has been proclaimed annually by U.S. Presidents since, recognizing the enduring legacy and cultural contributions of Indigenous peoples; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County acknowledges that it sits on the ancestral, traditional, and contemporary lands of the Anishinaabe people, specifically the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations of the Three Fires Confederacy and recognizes their ongoing connection to this land; and
WHEREAS, Michigan is home to twelve federally recognized tribes, including the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatomi, the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians, and others, whose history, sovereignty, and enduring presence remain an essential part of our state’s identity; and
WHEREAS, Native Americans have contributed greatly to the fields of agriculture, environmental stewardship, governance, medicine, art, music, and education, strengthening communities throughout Michigan and across the United States; and

WHEREAS, Native traditions emphasize respect for the earth, the importance of family and community, and resilience in the face of historic and ongoing challenges, values that continue to enrich and inspire our county; and

WHEREAS, it is important to honor the heritage and culture of Native Americans, while also acknowledging the historical injustices and barriers they have faced, and to ensure equity, inclusion, and justice for all people; and

WHEREAS, the United States is a diverse nation comprised of citizens from various ethnic groups and cultures; and

WHEREAS, it is important to promote a greater awareness of the history and culture of all ethnic groups across our country.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby recognizes the month of November as “National Native American Heritage Month” in Ingham County and urges every resident to take time during this month to acknowledge the history, heritage, and continuing contributions of Native Americans that have helped shape and strengthen our Nation.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Lawrence, Pratt, Sebolt, Peña, Johnson, Maiville

          Nays:  None     

 Absent:  Grebner.   
 Approved 11/06/25 
